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Dates for your diary 

Thursday 8th March – Conrad Burdekin (author) in school 
Monday 12th March – Olympic Day at EIS  
Tuesday 13th March – Sports For All event 
Monday 19th March –Y6 at Crucial Crew 
Monday 19th March – Easter egg hunt and family events 
(PTFA) 3.30 
Tuesday 20th March – KS1 non-stop cricket at Hungerhill 
Friday 23rd March – Sports Relief Day 
Friday 23rd March – Pupil of the term assembly 9.30 
Friday 23d March – school closes for Easter at 3.30 
Monday 9th April – school reopens at 8.40 (breakfast club at 
8.00 as normal) 
 

 Sports News 

Well done to our Y3/4 team who went to Hungerhill 
last week to play a sport which was new to us all  -
tchoukball. Our team took on Barnby Dun A and B 
teams and Dunsville in a series of games and 
showed fantastic teamwork. Mrs. Morritt from 
Hungerhill picked out Brandon and Mason as two of 
the top scorers from all of the teams. She praised 
their use of space and the way in which they 
ensured all of their team members were involved in 
the game. After all of the games were played we 
came out as the top team so came back to school in 
the snow with massive smiles on our faces. The 
team was made up of Jessica Bowles, Cameron 
Perkins, Alice Briggs, Grace Whiteley, Freddie Gale, 
Max Brown, Ali Ehsani, Thomas Barley, Mason 
Swinney, Brandon Higham, Gracie Chattin and 
Sophie Miller.   
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Attendance 
 
 
 

                   
   
Good attendance is so important for every child in school. This is something we’ll really be pushing across school and 
across Astrea over this academic year. We’re striving for at least 97% attendance and so each week in assembly we’ll 
be rewarding the class or classes with the best attendance for the preceding week. For week 21 the attendance hit 
98% which is above our target. For each class: 
Supernova (Y6) – 100% 
Starlets (FS2) – 100% 
Starburst (Y1) – 99.6% 
Star Makers (Y4/5) – 98.7% 
Starlight (Y4/5) – 96.5% 
Superstars (Y2) – 96.4% 
Shooting Stars(Y3) – 95% 
 
Well done once again to Starburst for their continued improved attendance. It’s also great to see Y6 back up at the 
top with 100% for the second consecutive week alongside Starlets who have been trailing behind recently.  
 
 
Currently this academic year the boys still have the edge over the girls with 96.41% attendance against 96.36 but, as 
you can see, it’s very close and getting closer all the time. Girls in FS2, Y1 and Y4 are the ones who are just a little 
behind in terms of attendance at the moment.  
 
Attendance for the year so far stands at 96.36% so is a fall on the previous week. Y6 are at 97.72%, Y3 are at 97.09%. 
Coming close to target and above national averages are Y5 at 96.86% and Y2 at 96.35%.  
 
I’m pleased to say that our levels of persistent absence are below national averages and currently stand at 7.07%. 
There have been great improvements in recent weeks in Y3 and Y1 to bring their levels of persistent absence down 
to below the national average figure of 8.2%. Our only year groups still above this are FS2 and Y4 so work is being 
done there. It’s good to note Y4 had a good reduction on the previous week. 
  



 

  

Let’s Celebrate 
 

Bronze Awards – 50 smiles 
 
Well done to Matthew Pender, Maja Szpak, Jack 
O’Neill, Oliver Pender and Sophie Barnett who have 
achieved their Bronze certificate this week for gaining 
50 smiles.  
 
Silver  Awards – 100 smiles 
 
Our new rewards system is proving popular with the 
children. They are awarded smiles for a variety of 
reasons – effort, attainment, showing the values and 
dispositions consistently, attendance and punctuality, 
involvement in the wider life of the school and making 
positive contributions. Once they have achieved 100 
smiles they gain their Silver certificate and sticker and 
choose a prize from the box in my office. They’re two 
thirds of the way there then to their Gold Award for 
150 smiles. We have a special day trip planned on 17th 
July for all of our Gold award winners. Please note that 
any children joining part way through the year will 
have to reach a suitable proportion of smiles 
dependent on when they started to achieve their Gold.  
 
Well done to the latest Silver award winners: Millie 
Turner, Grace Whiteley and Muhammad Hamid. 
 
Stars of the Week 
 
Well done to the following children across school who 
have been recognised for displaying Astrea values and 
dispositions: 
 
FS2/Starlets: Filip Szymczak (Honesty and integrity) 
Y1/Starburst: Kate Collis (Honesty and integrity) 
Y2/Superstars: Jannah Hamid (Responsibility and 
Leadership) 
Y3/Shooting Stars: Ivy McVann (Responsibility and 
leadership) 
Starlight: Brandon Higham (Inclusion and 
collaboration) 
Star Makers: Owen Oliver (Inclusion and collaboration) 
Supernova: Olivia Cottingham (Responsibility and 
leadership) 
 
 
Our Soaring Swift for this week is Elsa Cottingham. Her 
name is added to our special book and she will sit on 
the special chair in assembly for the next week.  
 

Class News – Star Makers 
 
The Starmakers have had a very scientific week! 
After doing our research on Gravity we had 
a burning question "What affects the speed at 
which an object falls to the floor?". Together 
(on a largely pupil led project) the Starmakers 
have devised an experiment where we are 
dropping different weights from different 
heights with parachutes. This is a product of 
hard work planning out the equipment, 
method, variables and constants and even 
predictions. You will find that Year 4 and 5 are 
very professional when it comes to science. Our 
first experiment went ahead on Tuesday 
afternoon, however after coming across 
unforeseen difficulties we have re-evaluated 
and are ready for experiment round 2!  
        

 
 

 



 

 

  

 Doncaster Book Awards 
 
Despite the awful weather last Thursday on World Book Day three of the children managed to make it to 
represent Edenthorpe Hall - Isabelle Ward, Katie Liddle and Farrah Benson. It was a really lovely day and 
they had some photographs taken professionally by the organisers to be published on their website. All 
three girls and the parents had a fabulous time and loved meeting the authors and bought some lovely new 
books which they all started reading whilst we were waiting for Edenthorpe Hall to get called up for their 
photos! There were some really lovely presentations from each author which were really inspiring for the 
children (and adults) about their journeys into writing books and we saw some lovely images from Cressida 
Cowell’s childhood of where she got her inspiration for her ‘How To Train A Dragon’ books. We had some 
funny jokes from some of the authors and great interaction with the audience. 
I’m sure the girls will love sharing their stories from the day! 
Report by Debbie Ward 
 

             
 
 

Sports 4 All Event 
 
Last week in assembly Miss Windmill told the children all about an exciting event taking place on Tuesday 
13th March. This will be organised by sports 4 All and will involve Olympic diver Rebecca Gallantree being in 
school. She will help to lead a fitness session with each class. All of the children and staff will be challenged 
to complete as many of four different exercises as they can in the time allowed. The children will be busy 
practising their press ups, star jumps and spotty dogs to see how well they can do on the afternoon. They 
will then all come together for an inspirational talk and question session with Rebecca, giving them an 
insight into the life of an Olympic athlete. The children are being sponsored for this event and they will be 
bringing forms home. We ask that they only get sponsors from within the family and don’t go door to door 
money raised will be split between Sports 4 All who help to fund these young athletes and school for us to 
spend on PE equipment. School Council will be asked for their views on this.  
 

EIS Olympics Day 
 
On Monday 12th March 20 of our upper school children will be going to EIS in Sheffield to compete against 
other schools from across South Yorkshire in an Olympics style indoor athletics event. This will be a fantastic 
experience for all of the children involved and will include events such as standing long jump, javelin, sprints 
and relays. We look forward to hearing all about it. 


