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Dates for your diary 

Wednesday 22
nd

 November – Y5 Poetry recital competition 
at Hexthorpe Primary Academy 
Monday 27

th
 November – Y6 HAP English convention at 

Netherwood 
Tuesday 28

th
 November – Y3/4 mixed handball- Hungerhill 

Wednesday 29
th

 November – Y6 HAP Maths convention at 
Netherwood 
Friday 1

st
 December – PTFA Christmas fair 3.45-5.45 

Thursday 7
th

 December – Y5/6 football finals – Balby Carr 
Friday 8

th
 December – Y6 trip to Stockport air raid museum 

Tuesday 12
th

 December – KS2 carol concert 2.00/6.00 
Thursday 14

th
 December – FS2/KS1 Christmas concert 2.00/ 

6.00 
Friday 15

th
 December – flu jabs for FS2-Y4 

Friday 15
th

 December – Y6 debating morning at Little 
Theatre with Hexthorpe Primary Academy 
Tuesday 19

th
 December – Christmas dinner / Christmas 

jumper day 
Wednesday 20

th
 December – whole school to Cast to see  

Beauty And The Beast (FS2/KS1 am and KS2 pm) 
Friday 22

nd
 December – Pupil of the term assembly at 9.30 

Friday 22
nd

 December – Picnic lunch followed by parties for 

PTFA News 
(Parents Teachers Friends Association) 
 
Thank you to everyone who contributed to the toy 
stall last Tuesday in school. The children were very 
excited all day to come and spend their money and 
were certainly spoilt for choice by the wonderful 
array of toys and books available. I’m thrilled to say 
that a total of £144 was raised. This will be added 
to the fund to help to make our outdoor areas even 
better for the children. 
 
Anyone wishing to help out at the Christmas fair 
but unable to attend the meeting today then please 
contact school and we’ll pass on your details to the 
PTFA members. Lots of help will be needed on the 
day to make the event as successful as possible. 
The event will be taking place on Friday 1st 
December 3.45-5.45. Santa will be paying us a visit 
in his grotto so don’t forget to book your time slot 
and send in your £2 for this as soon as possible (a 
separate letter has been sent). There will be a 
variety of stalls and games for all the family. A 
lovely Christmas hamper of goodies will be being 
raffled on the afternoon. We’re also looking to hold 
a Christmas craft afternoon for families to join us in 
making goods for sale at the fair. Please join us to 
kick off our festive season in school. 
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all year groups in the afternoon 
Friday 22

nd
 December – school closes for Christmas at 3.25 

(reopens on 8
th

 January 2018) 

 

Y4/5 News 
 
Our Y4 Reading Gladiators are continuing to read the books they have been allocated to really push their 
reading for enjoyment and comprehension to even higher levels. Thus week they had the amazing opportunity 
to work with Nicky Gamble who has carried out a lot of work around reading and the development of literacy 
skills. She led an hour’s session with the children and Mr Kelly this week to discuss the first of their books in 
some depth. She then worked in the afternoon with teachers from across Astrea to develop the programme 
further. We’re now looking to set up an after school club to dedicate more time to the scheme so that the 
children get the maximum benefit from it.  
 
Our Y4/5 children have now started their Latin programme – Minimus. The children have had their first lessons 
using the textbooks provided. Hopefully as the programme progresses and we supplement it with some of the 
online Maximus resources and provide opportunities to work across Astrea the children will really develop in 
their understanding of the language and how it has fed into English vocabulary, grammar and spelling. We’re 
really hoping that their self-esteem and enjoyment will shine through as well as they continue to be inspired 
beyond measure. 
 

                          



 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Class News 
 
Starburst (Y1)/Superstars (Y2) 
We had a ‘Marvellous Messy Afternoon’ last week as part 
of our new topic.  Children enjoyed stamping, squelching 
and slopping around in different materials.  We used our 
hands and feet to investigate items such as beans, paint, 
ice, jelly, spaghetti, buttons and clay. 

 

  

 

 
                                              

 Children In Need 
 
Thank you to everyone for their generosity in our 
Children in Need appeal this year. Altogether you 
raised a very impressive £321.50. the children 
looked great in their spotty or bright outfits and 
Mr Kelly, Miss Sixsmith, Mrs Russell and Mrs 
Barrass stood out in particular amongst the staff. 
Well done to Lucas, Lucas, Michaela and 
Benjamin for their wins on the duck race and to 
Evie in Y3 who won the fabulous Pudsey cake. I 
hope she didn’t eat that all herself!  
 
 

Let’s Celebrate 
 
Each week in our Celebration assembly we give 
recognition to a child from each class across school who 
has really demonstrated one of our pupil value partners. 
Well done to the following children: 
Starlets: Ruby-Lou Fearn– inclusion and collaboration 
Starburst: Emily Tanner – inclusion and collaboration 
Superstars: Louie Williams – aspiration and development 
Angelika and Nataniel Wojcik – enjoyment and innovation 
(good luck to them both at Denaby Main) 
Shooting Stars: Jake Charlton for enjoyment and 
innovation 
Star Makers: Owen Oliver– aspiration and development 
Starlight: Finlay Soffe – aspiration and development 
Super Nova: Brooke Harvey – inclusion and collaboration 
KS1 playground: Julia Ziolkowska 
KS2 playground: Max Brown 
Well done to Alfie Williams who is this week’s Soaring 
Swift following a nomination. He is in our special book in 
the entrance and will sit on our assembly throne all week.  
 
Good attendance is so important for every child in school. 
This is something we’ll really be pushing across school and 
across Astrea over the coming academic year. We’re 
striving for at least 97% attendance and so each week in 
assembly we’ll be rewarding the class or classes with the 
best attendance for the preceding week. For week 9 the 
attendance hit 97.2% which is our first week above target. 
For each class: 
Superstars (Y2) – 98.8% 
Star Makers (Y4/5) – 98.7% 
Shooting Stars (Y3) – 97.1% 
Supernova (Y6) – 97% 
Starlight (Y4/5) – 96.9% 
Starburst(Y1)- 96.3% 
Starlets (FS2) – 94.7% 
 

 

Attendance and punctuality 

You will have received by now a letter outlining the new 
policies and procedures around attendance and 
punctuality. Astrea have, as a Trust, identified 
attendance as a strategic priority for all of their 
academies this year. They have bought into the SOL 
tracking system which has had proven impact in other 
parts of the country. The expectations around 
attendance and punctuality are made very clear and in 
school each week we will be monitoring classes, 
individual children and groups of children (eg boys, girls, 
SEN, non-SEN) to help us to identify any issues arising. 
We will continue to recognise and reward good 
attendance in school on a weekly and termly basis. As 
you can see we have been set a target of 98% to aspire 
towards as we do reach above national average levels of 
attendance already. There will be specific triggers for 
letters being sent out and I would ask you to please 
support and work with us on these. We all realise that 
any children will have genuine cases of illness during the 
year and this may unfortunately trigger one of the 
letters. At that point we are merely alerting you to the 
percentage attendance for your child at that point and 
that there has been a downward trend. This is a new 
system for us all and I hope we can work together to 
achieve the desired impact for the Trust. The diamond 
for our school is below. 
 

 

 Y6 – Shakespeare Festival 
 

              

On Wednesday afternoon, Supernova 

performed their version of Shakespeare’s 

Twelfth Night as part of the Astrea 

Academy Shakespeare Festival in Sheffied.  

Ten Astrea schools shared performances 

(drama, dance etc.) all inspired by the 

brilliant works of William Shakespeare.     

Our children made us really proud as they 

brought the house down with their 

combination of comic and tragic 

representations of character and plot.  

Their flourishing confidence is a pleasure to 

witness!  Well done Year 6 – you truly 

inspire beyond measure!  

                

Clubs 

All clubs will now have been set up on Parent 
Pay for this next half term. Please could you 
pay upfront for all 6 sessions of clubs your 
child will be attending. Please note that there 
will be no clubs week commencing Monday 
18th December except for breakfast club. We 
regret that we have had to put a limit on 
numbers for baking club but will try to ensure 
everyone who wishes to be part of this club 
will have a turn at some point. 

Christmas In School 
 
As we reach the latter part of November our attention starts to be drawn towards Christmas in school. The 
first event will be our Christmas craft afternoon for FS2 to Y5 on Monday 27th November (Y6 will be on a 
different day). This is an opportunity for families to be involved with their children in producing some good 
quality Christmas crafts to sell at the Christmas fair. This will be held on Friday 1st December from 3.45-
5.45. School will be decorated and Santa will be visiting that afternoon so don’t forget to reserve your slot 
this week. On Tuesday 12th December we will be holding our KS2 carol concert for parents and families of 
children in Y3-Y6. The children’s singing during the practices has been some of the best I’ve ever heard in 
all my many years in schools so I think we’re all in for a treat to really get us into the festive spirit that day. 
Performances will be at 2.00 and 6.00. It will then be the turn of FS2, Y1 and Y2 to stage their lovely 
Christmas production at 2.00 and 6.00 on Thursday 14th December. Again it promises to be a real treat 
with many special memories for you to cherish for many years to come. On Tuesday 19th December it will 
be our Christmas dinner day. We hope to make this a special dinner with Christmas music, crackers, table 
decorations and staff joining the children for the meal. Everyone can wear their Christmas jumpers that 
day as well so it should be a great occasion. Please place your orders as soon as possible. We’re really 
looking forward to taking the children to Cast on Wednesday 20th December to see the production of 
Beauty And The Beast. This is a great chance to see a production staged in a local theatre and it will be 
great to go as our school community. Finally, on Friday 22nd December there will be a picnic lunch at 
dinnertime followed by parties for all year groups in the afternoon.  



 

Sports News 
 
On Tuesday, children form year 1 and 2 went to 
Hungerhill to take part in a mini multiskills 
competition alongside 3 other schools.  Children 
played a circuit of activities including running, 
throwing, jumping over a beam and agility.  The 
children did really well in these activities even though 
they weren’t familiar with some of the games or 
equipment. 
  
Well done to the children who took part.   

       


